Partial anomalous pulmonary venous connection: correction by intra-atrial baffle and cavo-atrial anastomosis.
The creation of intracaval conduits to repair partial anomalous pulmonary venous connection of the right lung into the superior vena cava can be complicated by arrhythmias and superior vena cava and pulmonary vein obstruction. An intra-atrial baffle, combined with cavo-atrial anastomosis, has been proposed to avoid these complications. The authors report their recent experience with this operative technique. From January 1997 to December 2000, 7 patients with a mean age of 13.5 +/- 9 (2-31) years were operated according to this technique. Only one child did not have an associated atrial septal defect. The mean number of pulmonary veins connected to the superior vena cava was 2.5 +/- 0.5. The immediate postoperative course was uneventful for the seven patients. The mean follow-up was 20 +/- 17 months. No patient developed arrhythmia or superior vena cava or pulmonary vein obstruction at echocardiography. This surgical technique appears to constitute an attractive alternative when pulmonary veins drain abnormally into the superior vena cava above the cavo-atrial junction.